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Campus Crime on the Rise
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Increased campus burglaries have residence hall students and the
College community concerned.
George Hack, a freshman living in Wahington Hall, was among
the robbery victims of a series of break-ins which occurred over
Spring Break.
Hack lives on the second floor of the hall with engineering and
math majors, many ofwhom own stereos, televisions and extensive
computer equipment Hack has a deadbolt on his dorm room door
and, like others, he assumed his personal belongings would be safe.
Unfortunately, he was wrong.
Hack and four other students from Washington Hall returned
from the weeklong holiday to find their rooms disturbed and their
possessions stolen.
Mel Patton, in charge of hall security for all residence halls, said
that the locks on the students ’ doors were picked. However, students
who live in the dorm said that “most of the other residents have keys
that are interchangeable. A key that fits into one student’s lock may
also fit two or three other locks in the same building.”
This information had students suspect that whoever robbed their
rooms over Spring Break must have lived in the dorm or had access
to keys for the locks.
Asked about the interchangeable keys, Patton said he knew about
it but that “it was a while ago and the locks have been changed since

then.”
After the recent incident, Patton had the locks changed to Best
locks, which “are safer and are not as easily accessible to be picked
as the locks before,”he said.
Hack called the police as soon as he found his dorm room empty
and hoped that because of the quick response to the scene, he might
be able to retrieve most of the stolen items. His television was later
found in the rain-slickened courtyard of Washington Hall, but his
stereo equipmen, clothes, and other items were never found.
Other victims lost similar items. One student had about $80 in
cash taken from her room.
Patton added that Hack’s and the other students’ items “were
probably taken to pawn shops” and that there was a slim chance of
ever getting them back.
A few cases of minor theft have been also reported in S L Joseph ’ s
Hall.
Burglaries have not been confined to the dorms. Video equip
ment was recently stolen from Ryan Hall. Patton said that “there is
a suspect in the case.”
One employee in Washington Hall has been dismissed, appar
ently in connection with the thefts, so action appears to be taken in
every incident
Patton said, “Security is doing all they can to watch the campus.
The police will stay on the case until the person or persons are
caught. We’ll make sure of it.”

Sears Distinguishes Abkemeier
By Elizabeth Vollmer
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Brief
Graduation
Upcoming graduation events are as
follows:
’90 Hours Drink
May 8 • 8:30 p.m.
Millbrook Cafe
Baccalaureate Mass May 11 • 7:30 p.m.
Ryan Hall Chapel
Graduation Ball
May 11 • 9:00 p.m.
AMC
Commencement
May 12 • 1:30 p.m.
The horseshoe
A reception in the AMC follows the com
mencement ceremony.

Final Bash
The Communication Club is sponsor
ing “The Last Hoorah," to be held on Fri
day, May 4 from 9 p.m.-1 a.m. Socialize
with your friends and dance. What better
way to begin your summer vacation?
Graduates will receive a special discount
on admission. It’s your last chance to party
in the Cafe as a student, so bring your
friends and end this semester with a night
of fun.

The Sears-Roebuck Foundation donated $2000
as part of its Teaching Excellence and Campus
Leadership Award Program to the College for its
selection of an outstanding faculty member for
the 1989-90 academic year.
Half of the donation was presented to the dis
tinguished teacher of the year, Dr. Mary
Abkemeier, at the Honors Convocation on April
23. The other half of the money is to be used for
faculty development
Nomination forms were available for students,
alumni, and faculty and staff members to elect the
instructors of their choice. Sr. Sean Peters, Dean
of Academic Affairs, selected individuals for an
Dr. Mary Abkemeier
Photo by Colleen Connelly
Award Committee and headed this group in re
viewing nominations. Twenty-one instructors had been nominated
to receive the award.
Candidates were judged by the written comments of those who
nominated them, although judgements were not based on eloquence
or writing styles. Participants were asked to give examples of the
teacher’s interaction with students, outstanding teaching style,
enthusiasm for subject matter, class organization, methods of evalu
ation, and general character and performance.
Abkemeier, an instructor in the Computer Science department,
By Elizabeth Vollmer
said, “I am excited, honored, and thrilled by this award.”
Some of the comments which led the Award Committee towards
With the closing of Chrysler Plant No. 1 in Fenton, some of
choosing Abkemeier are as follows:
Fontbonne’s students face permanent layoffs.
• She is an all around and well rounded teacher. She relates
However, many of these students intend to continue their educa
wonderfully to all students. She’s very available, very encourag
tion, since their employee benefits regarding educational pursuits is
ing. She’s worth a million. — student
not affected by the closing.
• The academic profession aside, Mary Abkemeier is one of the
Approximately 200 undergraduates and 50 graduate students are
best people I know. As a role model to students, she is outstand
currently enrolled iitthe College’s program at Chrysler. The closing
ing. Heck, I aspire to be more like her myself. —faculty member
of Plant No. 1 will not affect Fontbonne’s program.
• I feel truly privileged to know Mary Abkemeier. She was my
The Chrysler program is not typical of a college campus atmos
advisor, my teacher, my mentor, and my role model. She would
phere. Each instructor teaches two sessions of the same class every
discuss anything from computers to moral issues to foster care.
day, one in the morning and the other in the afternoon. Students who
She taught us to try to excel and to give back to the community
work the morning shift take the afternoon session, and afternoon
a portion of the gifts we had been given. She is an ideal example
workers attend the morning class. This allows flexibility. If a
of the values and quality of education that Fontbonne College
student’s shift changes, he can transfer his class session without any
provides. — alumnus
problems.
Peters added that Abkemeier was the only nominee who received
Richard Dippie, a Chrysler campus instructor who has been with
nominations from faculty, staff, graduate students, undergraduate
the satellite program since it began in 1987, said, “The students here
students and alumni.
work hard. They have full-time jobs and families, so they’re not just
“What nominators said about her convinced the committee that
putting in time at school. I really have to give these students a hand
she is indeed an outstanding teacher and campus leader,” Peters
for working hard at their education. They’re eager to learn. It’s been
said.
a very valuable teaching experience for me.”

Plant Closing Not
To Affect Classes
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JOURNEY OF SERVICE
Prereg Survey Gets
Favorable Response Peters Celebrates 25 Years
By Lesley Renz
By Mary Barket
Early registration for the fall semester
ran April 2-7. Of 1,108 students registered
last session, only 385 preregistered for the
fall. However, that figure exceeds last year’s
number of preregistered students by 54.
Asked about the advantages of early
registration. Registrar Jean Miner said,
“Students have the advantage of getting the
classes they want and can enjoy a worryfree summer.”
Advantages for the administration in
clude, among other factors, an understand
ing of the demand for specific classes. With
this information, the administration can
make decisions involving closing certain
classes and opening new course sections.
The registrar is currently two classes which
need to be canceled.
Registration forms for the fall semester
were changed. A new form was adopted
because the pre-printing of the old forms

led to many being thrown away or wasted.
The new form, besides solving the previous
problem of waste, also gives advisors a
copy of the student’s schedule.
Another new twist to the registration
process is a semester survey which is now
part of the registration process.
In the past, evaluations were handed to
the students when they brought their regis
tration forms to the registrar. Most of them
were then forgotten and never returned.
This year, the shortened survey was handed
to the students by the advisors during advis
ing week. The student was then required to
complete and return the form to the registrar
before being allowed to register. Ninetyfive percentof the surveys given to students
have been returned since the new process
was implemented.
With a large student turnout, new advi
sor evaluation sheets and a new registration
form, Fontbonne’s early registration was
successful.

Signs
of the
Times

An abandoned car and
scattered trash are common
sights on the college campus.
The car, covered with warnings
that It will be towed, has
remained In the parking lot for
countless semesters, as has the
ever-present garbage.

Photos by Hardy Pottinger

Of Note
Charity Ball ‘90 was held March 23 in
the Arnold Memorial Center (AMC) in
honor of Cardinal Glennon Children’s
Hospital. The event grossed a total of $800.
An unexpected snowstorm prohibited
some people from attending, but those who
showed up had a fabulous time.
Candicci’s Restaurant catered the party
and served a wide variety of food, ranging
from fried mushrooms and chicken wings
to finger sandwiches. The band, Deeba,
entertained partygoers from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.
with tunes from popular artists such as
REM, the Beatles, and Bobby Brown.
Although the snow was a menace for
those who had to drive, the white flakes
added ambiance for partygoers as they
danced in the warmth of the AMC.
The Comm unity Nutr ition class devel
oped and presented programs throughout
the St Louis area conveying the impor
tance of good nutrition, in honor of Na
tional Nutrition Month.
Programs were scheduled for diverse
groups such as pre-school children, preg
nant women and seniorcitizens. In addition

to presentations, the Community Nutrition
students arranged staffing procedures.
The class set up a nutrition education
booth at Oakville High School’s annual
fair, where students could experiment with
computerized games to learn about their
personal nutrition.

On Saturday, Apr. 28, Sr. Sean Peters,
Dean of Academic Affairs, celebrates
her twenty-fifth anniversary as a Sister
of St. Joseph of Carondelet.
In honor of the occasion. Sisters Jane
Behlmann, Ruth Yates and Katherine
Hanley, in conjunction with the Sisters
of St. Joseph, have planned an elaborate
commemoration.
The evening will begin with a prayer
service at 7 p.m. in the Chapel, immedi
ately followed by a reception in the foyer.
Peters is looking forward to the jubi
lee. “It’s a time to celebrate and it will
give me a chance to be grateful to all the
people who have walked along with me

on this journey,” she said.
Peters began her career 25 years ago
in Albany, New York. After teaching
first grade, she attended graduate school
atRutgersUniversityinNew Jersey and
received a doctorate in educational psy
chology. For the next 15 years, Peters
taught at the College of St. Rose where
she was a faculty member, the associate
graduate Dean and the Director of the
Career Center. In July of 1988, Peters
became the Dean of Academic Affairs
atFontbonne.
Peters said she finds delight in peopleand is able to give completely of
herself. Her goal is to “convince people
that they are valuable—I help them to
see the many gifts they have.”

Springfest ’90 Offers
Much-Needed Respite
By Lesley Renz
The annual college Springfest celebra
tion begins Friday, April 27 and continues
through until the wee hours of Saturday,
April 28. A party from morning until night
may be exactly what the students need before
beginning exams.
Janet Carmack, chairperson of the SGA
social events committe, coordinated the
event this year. As chairperson of Spring
fest, she has scheduled numerous activities
throughout the day.
Various food and gaming booths begin
operating at 11:30 a.m. and continue into
the afternoon.
Hall Council is sponsoring Candy in a
Jar to win a prize, simply guess the amount
ofcandies contained in the jar. SGA’soffering is a whipped cream throwing contest
Many other games are scheduled, and the
gaming booths are open until 3 p.m.
Joe Elfrink, a student at the College,
once again has prepared his legendary fun
nel cakes. And for the health conscious, the
Communication Club has a booth vending
Tropical Snow.anew typeof frozen yogurt.
Also, senior Joyce Nowak is offering hot
and spicy chicken wings.
The traditional dinner barbeque from 5
to 6:30 p.m. costs $ 1.50 for commuters and
is complimentary to dorm students.
From 4:30 to 5:30 in the Cafe, the Eng
lish Department is sponsoring a poetry
reading by students whose work appeared
in the College literary magazine Collage.

on a $16.00 value

• Shampoo, Condition, and Cut

Additional Springfest ’90 features in
clude a Mud Volleyball Toumament, spon
sored by the Women’s Basketball team.
Admission is $5. And for those with Pingpong and pool shooting skills, the champi
onship tournament is $2 per participant.
The grand finale for Springfest ’90 is the
evening mixer in the meadow between
Medaille and Ryan Halls. College junior
Brian Payne’s band, the Music Men, will
entertain dancegoers from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Here’s to Springfest, the only class day
all year that professors are lenient toward

Fontbanner
staff
Editors-in-Chief
Julie Boggiano
Hardy Pottinger

News Editor
Lesley Renz
Features Editor
Elizabeth Vollmer
Sports Editor
Darrell Haynes
Ad Managers
Meredith Hanley
Theresa Mozelewski

Staff Writers
Mary Barket
Colleen Connelly
Missy Hack
Angel McCormick
Nadine Ryba

Faculty Advisor
Charles K. Poole
CMckArt® Is a registered trademark of T/Mcker Co.
©1987 T/Mckec Company

381N. Big Bend at Millbrook
Just a 5-minute walk from campus

The AxVtxmeris written and pubkhed months by studentsof
FcntbonneCotogedLMlngthefaland^rtr^sernaten. Contort
of this paper k developed Independent^ of the SGA, focxity
and odnSntotrahon. tndv4duai opinions expressod heroin are
not necessarty those of the edHors. college and cotogo
corTYnurtty. The Fontoamer welcomes letters to the editors
and reserves the fV*toedlt them Al letters must be typewritten
and Include the atthort name. Under certain circumstances,
the Fontbamor may respect requests to have names orrittod
at the ttne of pubtahing.
Readers are encouraged toubrr* story Idoas.lnformatlonand
advertising to tho Fonfoanrwmal box, 6800 WydOMmftvd.. St
Louts. MO 63106. or by phoning (314) 862-3466 x347.

^pril, 1990

Fontbanner

Page 3

Opinion
EARTH DAY CELEBRATION FAILS TO POINT OUT REAL PROBLEM
By Hardy Pottinger
But these changes aren’tnecessarily very
anyone any money; you don’t even have to
A recent day was specially commemo
pretty. On the whole, we aren’t much of a
read the letter. You’re probably already
rated. Twenty years ago last Sunday, April
beautiful lot anyway — we’re survivors.
aware of anything it could possibly say
22, all of America became environmentally
Cities have always been ugly, smelly, dirty
anyway. All you have to do is make a
conscious.
places. And the most natural thing in the
decision based upon the premise that what
In the year that saw the end of “The Age
world is to throw what is no longer needed
you do can and does affect the world in
of Aquarius,” over 20 million people across
onto the ground. Or in the nearest hole in the
which you live. Every breath you breathe,
the nation — reportedly the largest organ
ground. Archaeologists are constantly leamevery choice you make.
ized demonstration in history — gathered
ing new information about the ancientciviA better name might read, “Self Day,” a
together for one day to call to mind the sins
lization that lived right here
ofcountless generations. Even New York’s
along the Mississippi by
crowded Fifth Avenue was brought to a
digging into their trash
halt. People seemed to be saying that they
heaps. This is par for the
cared what they were doing to their planet
course in any archaeologi
But these things tend not to last. Though
cal pursuit.
the ’70s brought us many important changes
I don’t think people ever
like the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts and
forget what a disgusting
the creation of the Environmental Protec
place the world has become.
tion Agency, it also brought us smog, DDT,
It’s more of a natural reac
radioactive waste and countless other pol
tion — you accept your
0
lutants. The past two decades have seen the
environment as it is, and then
?!
worst crimes against nature ever known —
try to survive in it. Itdoesn’t f GET THE/1
from Three Mile Island to the Exxon oil
matter that your actions may
/ P\ttocwrE
spill.
have shaped this environ
Today, environmental issues seem to be
ment, only that you survive.
' TH >5 Spftcc
cropping up everywhere. Greenpeace and
The problem with Earth Y Fop. PftRXlUk.
other organizations have become so visible,
Day is that it is designed to
it’s hard not to know what exactly is hap
show a lot of people what
pening to our environment But you know,
they probably already know.
I don’t think anyone’s really forgotten.
What is really needed is a
Even before Earth Day '70, and certainly
change in behavior—because the cause of
day where everyone examines who they are
before Earth Day ’90, we have seen count
pollution happens to be the cause of almost
and why they do what they do—truthfully.
less changes in our environment. That’s
every other problem we face. It is how we
Maybe even “Honesty Day” would be nice.
what human beings do — change their
choose.
Nothing ever gets changed unless some
environment. That’s why we’ve survived
The next time you get that letter from
one decides that such a change is possible,
so long as a species, without undergoing the
Greenpeace, think about the choices you’ve
but possible changes are nothing without
bothersome (not to mention painful) task of
made. Think about all the paper you’ve
the decision to act So, with that letter in
natural selection. In other words, in order to
thrown away, or soda cans — whatever.
your hand, make that decision, whatever it
survive, we have to change our environ
Then think about what /nv ’.re
A? .do
ment
with that letter. You don’t have to pay
and your responsibility.

Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors
Looking over the March, 1990 edition of
the Fontbanner, I realize how much the
newspaper has progressed in the past two
years since I first joined the editorial board.
We are finally producing a paper with
which I am proud to be associated. We have
been working as a team, allowing each
person to develop and practice an area of
specialization.
The quality of writing is better. We no
longer skirt around controversial issues,
and the stories, which we choose to address,
are presented in a positive and professional
manner. It hasn’t always been this way.
(This is not just my opinion but also the
opinion of at least a dozen other alumni and
upperclassmen, whom 1 surveyed before
writing this.)
When I began editing, I was very much
displeased by some of the articles I re
ceived. Such articles identified problems
within the community but failed to recom
mend any reasonable courses of action.
“Apathetic” was a word frequently used
to describe Fontbonne students. You could
walk down the halls of the dorms on any
night of the week and find a fairly large
sized party. There were also rumors circu
lating that Washington University was going
to buy Fontbonne. (Not so; we’re still here
and we’re better than ever.)
I don’t deny having written shocking
editorials and slice-of-life features on drink
ing, homosexuality, gossip, parking, dorm
life and social responsibility. I deliberately

and continuously tried to stir up contro
versy in order to spark enthusiasm and
challenge potential respondents.
I haven’t been compelled to write shock
ing articles lately, and I haven’t felt this
need for two reasons: l)Studentsthesedays
are actively taking an interest in the com
munity and are more willing to be part of the
solutions instead of the problems. 2) Other
people have carefully crafted articles on
sensitive issues. Jeff Mudd’s column on
censorship, Lesley Renz’s articles on date
rape and trash, and Hardy Pottinger’s edito
rials on school policies are cases in point.
Finally the newspaper staff is as good as
I always knew it could be. I believe the
progress of the Fontbanner reflects the
progress of the Fontbonne community. In
the 1989-90 academic year, more students
displayed an eagerness to participate and
support campus-oriented events and organi
zations. Finally our student body looks as if
it is growing in a positive direction.
And now is not the time to relax and say
We’ve done well. Of course, we can pat
ourselves on the back, but we should con
tinuously be asking ourselves What can we
do to make this campus even better?
In the past two years Fontbonne has
started a new men’s basketball team, a golf
team, a cross country team, a Communica
tion club, a student committee for selecting
school plays, etc. We bought a new Macin
tosh computer. Our bookstore has been
renovated. We participated in the SearsRoebuck Distinguished Teacher Award

Program for the first year. We officially
announced the beginning of our first cam
paign, the Campaign for Fontbonne, in April,
1988. Since then, we have rebuilt the sci
ence laboratories, acquired a ne w air condi
tioner for the college Theatre, etc. The list
goes on, and it must continue to do so.
I’m notasking you to donate money. I’m
asking you to find something on this cam
pus in which you’re interested, and to par
ticipate. Donate your time and talent. It will
make a difference. If you don’t believe
meask Lisa Williams, former co-editor-inchief. She devoted her time and skill to
researching and writing articles on the need
for improved handicapped access on cam
pus. Her efforts helped to bring in a gener
ous monetary donation for improvements.
As I’ve said, apathy is not as much of a
problem now as it has been in previous
years. Many students are implementing
changes and learning something while they
do so.
That apathy still exists, and to some de
gree it probably always will, but I ask you
not to let it snowball to the level I previously
illustrated. The level at which parties and
excessive drinking happened every night
for no reason, and at which students dis
missed their parties and excessive drinking
with, “Well, there isn’tanything better todo
anyway, right?” Wrong! The success of a
school can only be measured by the success
of its students. Apathy will not breed suc
cess; action will. Keep the faith.

Elizabeth Vollmer

By Julie Boggiano
Haven't these people ever been intro

duced to Irony?
My understanding has always been that
anyone who takes out loans for over $7,000
a pop in college tuition for 4 years in a row
under the premise of getting a job, only to
spend the next 10 years working to pay off
the accrued college debts, is well acquainted
with Irony.
These people must have been around
Irony all their lives. They probably built
sand castles and made mud pies with Irony.
They may have even played doctor with
Irony, for all I know — it’s not important
The fact remains: anyone who goes in for
that college thing is a close personal friend
of Irony.
Why, then, does no one possess any
earthly perception of the even simpler con
cept of a joke!
Either no one exists with a sense of
humor, or those remaining troglodytes who
do, guard that dark secret with their very
lives for fear of being labeled Subversive
and considered Extremely Dangerous.
If I sound a bit cynical, it’s because I
have good reason.
When the Fontbanner approached me
three years ago with the invitation to write
a humorous column for the paper, I naively
assumed that having a college audience was
synonymous with guaranteed satirical ap
preciation.
I quickly outgrew that puerile little delu
sion', dafeveme.
The FoBoCommunity-at-large made
painfully clear to me that it was incapable of
accepting humor on any level, and was
insulted at my implications to the contrary.
Instead of admiring, congratulatory
remarks on my daring journalist barnstorm
ing, I found myself perpetually strafed with
blue hate by sanctimonious handbook
thumpers who don’t know the first thing
about tongue-in-cheek.
Must they continuously take everything
I say at such blatant face value? (No pun
intended.)
If I had suspected in the beginning that
people would actually believe I mean eve
rything I write — that my word would be
swallowed down as God’s grave truth — I
might likely have exploited this newspaper
even further than I have to date.
Perhaps I would have dropped occa
sional hints to the establishment, that it
should pay me impressive amounts of lucre
in return for spitting my youth away into a
Macintosh, hmm?
Maybe not, but it’s sure a sweet thought.
Even considering my poverty-stricken,
misunderstood state, I don’t feel as though
my efforts have been entirely for naught
Because despite the fact no one can discern
whether I am seriously jesting or jestingly
serious (which can oftentimes be a pretty
handy thing in this troublesome business),
I’ve managed to grind one or two mile
stones.
I unsettled a great many people to the
extent that they emerged from their cozy
little realities long enough to tell me they
think my parents should never have met.
There’s some merit in that.
I did inspire them to action, and after all,
isn’t that the end result of all quality litera
ture? So I’m to be commended, right?
What, am I kidding?
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La
Verdad
By Jeff Mudd
Growing up in a predom inantly Catholic
suburban community, I was kept isolated
from the rest of the world. It was not until
the fourth grade that I discovered not every
one is Catholic and real izcd the whole world
does not revolve around St. Margaret Mary
Alacoque Parish.
After the insulated environment of Catho
lic school came the melting pot of public
high school. For the first time, I had the
opportunity to interact with kids from dif
ferent backgrounds than myself.
When I was a Freshman, before desegre
gation began, Oak ville Senior High had one
black student. This was the first time I had
ever met a black person other than as a
stranger in a crowd.
There I was, 14 years old, sitting in a
classroom with classmates other than white
Catholics for the first time in my life. The
culture shock wore off quickly and this new
environment soon became the norm. By my
senior year, desegregation had begun, for
tunately with little trouble.
Upon arriving at Fonlbonne College in
1985, I was surprised to discover such a
diverse student body. I found myself sur
rounded by students of every racial, ethnic,
religious and social background imagin
able.
I was astonished. Never before had I
been a part of such cultural diversity. Until
then I had been deprived of such an environ
ment.
Looking back, I realize the opportunities
Fontbonne provides enabled me to meet
and interact with many different people.
This truly enhanced my college experience.
Suddenly, world events took on a whole
new meaning.
My perspective is no longer the mere
view of a white Catholic from a middle
class suburban community, but that of a
member of a much larger society.
This mix of students is one of the greatest
assets Fontbonne has to offer. Having the
occasion to study, work and socialize with
people of such different experiences allows
us to better perceive our roles in this ever
shrinking world.
As the economies and cultures of our
planet become more and more interdepend
ent, it is imperative for us to learn from and
work with one another. Events in Europe,
Asia, Africa and South America are much
more relevant to us than we once thought.
No longer can we remain isolated. Our
mutual success and survival depend upon
our understanding and cooperation.
Despite the cliche, we are the leaders of
tomorrow and what we learn at Fontbonne
will set the tone of our contributions. Hope
fully, we will seize the opportunity before
us, learn from it and do more with our lives
than eam a paycheck.
After all, there is only one race: the
human race.

A Montessori Preschool
Right on Fontbonne Campus
A Growing Place
Washington Hall
Full and Half Day Classes
Ages 2 -1/2 to 6
Call 863-9493 or 852-1685
Now Enrolling
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Distinguished Graduates Honored
By Julie Boggiano
Two of the 1990 graduating seniors have
the distinction of being singled out from the
rest of the class to receive special honors at
the commencement ceremony May 12.
Maura Bemdsen, a DeafEducation major,
was chosen by faculty and the graduating
class to present the Senior Statement, and
English major Lisa Williams was selected
by alumni and faculty as this year’s recipi
ent of the Alumni Hood Award.
The graduate considered most closely to
embody the community spirit ofFontbonne,
delivers what is known as the Senior State
ment, a speech which expresses the memo
ries and concerns of the senior class.
Bemdsen said that preparing the State
ment has been more difficult than a typical
farewell speech may seem.
“College is a unique experience for each
student, and I have my own personal expe
riences that perhaps not everyone will relate
to,” Bemdsen explained. “With the Senior
Statement you have one person speaking to
everyone,/or everyone; it isn’t easy sepa
rating what I want to say from what I want
to say for the class."
The selection process as to which gradu
ate would deliver the speech this year is not
the “traditional” method, Bemdsen said.
“In the past, there was a meeting of the
senior class with open nominations, where
students nominated each other,” she said.
“This year we decided that the position is
one that deserves more serious considera
tion, so we asked the different department
heads to suggest pos
sible nominees from
their departments.”
A committee of
five graduating sen
iors — Bemdsen,
NattRabbitt, Melissa
Doherty, non-traditional student Joyce
Nowak and interna
tional student Joseph
Al-Bitar — reviewed the faculty’s list,
adding any names which may have been
overlooked but whom the class thought was
deserving.
The final ballot list was then distributed
to the senior class members, who had the
option of choosing one name on the list or
writing in their vote.
“I haven’t taken it lightly,” Bemdsen
said of being elected to give the Senior
Statement, “I’m very flattered.”
Voting and selection took place in No
vember, 1989, and Bemdsen admitted that
her speech still is not yet completed.
“I’ll probably keep changing and revis
ing it right up until the moment when I have
to speak," she said. “I want it to address
everyone’s emotions and ideas, and have
personality to it”
While there is no time limit for deliver
ing the Senior Statement, Bemdsen said
that her speech will not be lengthy.
“I’m a real believer in quality, not quan
tity; I don’t want to bore people to tears,”
she said. “Most importantly, I really want
people to remember it I want it to be mean
ingful.”
Bemdsen’s speech is certain to hold
meaning for another select graduate, Lisa
Williams, who will have the baccalaureate
Hood placed on her shoulders at commence
ment by the president of Fontbonne’s

Alumni Association.
The Alumni Hood is awarded to the
graduate who has displayed quality service
and representative involvement in the Col
lege, and who it is hoped will perpetuate
that spirit of involvement as an active
member of the alumni.
Margaret Hesse, who was awarded the
1989 Alumni Hood, said, “The Hood is
given to the graduate they feel has been an
asset to the College and will continue to be
an asset after graduating.”
Williams has done a good deal of volun
teer service which may have contributed to
her nomination as 1990 Alumni Hood re
cipient She was a Fontbonne College
Ambassador as a sophomore and junior and
has worked on the Fontbanner staff for the
past two years.
“The people of Fontbonne have given
me good experience these four years,”
Williams said. “I’m proud of the fact that
they’ve recognized the work I’ve done.”
Sr. Stephanie Steuber, Director ofAlumni
Affairs, said that he bestowing of an Alumni
Hood is a tradition dating back to 1930, “es
tablished to honor a graduate senior who

has distinguished herself in service to the
College or to her department.”
Each department nominates one or two
graduates, including a short biography as to
why they feel the students should receive
the Alumni Hood. This information goes on
a voting ballot to all
full-time faculty
and a select group
of staff and admin
istrators, plus the
members of the ex
ecutive board of the
Alumni Associa
tion for the last three
graduating classes,
Steuber said.
Of the an
Lisa Williams
nouncement that
she will be given this year’s Hood, Wil
liams said, “It’s a tremendous honor. I will
always have a place in my heart for
Fontbonne for all that it has given me.”
Williams may have expressed Bemd
sen’s sentiment as well when she added, “I
will speak highly of Fontbonne wherever I
go."

WHAT WILL YOU GET
OUT OF A KELLY JOB?
• Good pay
Valuable work
experience
A flexible schedule
Interesting
assignments
Work at leading
companies
: 1990 Kelly Services. Inc.

Call Kelly today!
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South..................................................... 752-7750
Clayton................................................. 721-1995
Northwest............................................ 291-8225
WestPort..............
.......... 575-6680
Sunset Has......
.......... 849-5315
St. Cortes Cotrity
.......... 928-3590
Chesterfield.........
.......... 537-0060
Fairview Heights ..
(618)624-2586
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Senior Artists' Exhibition opens April
29 in the Fontbonne Library Gallery, lo
cated in the lower level of the library. The
Exhibit will be on display until May 17.
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Art Student Wins
Design Contest

Volunteer Work Earns
Student Nomination

By Hardy Pottinger

By Missy Hack
Rob Rhodes, a graduating senior of the
Art Department, has been selected by the
Grand Center/S L Louis Artist's Coalition
to receive a $1,000 award for a window
design submitted earlier this year.
Competing with over 80cntrants from
the St Louis area, including four groups
from the College, Rhodes’ display is one
of seven that are now on view in the
Humboldt Building at 634 North Grand
Blvd.
Rhodes is happy for the chance to
show his work.
“Now people kind of have to look at
what I’ve done. They’re stuck with that
on the street,” he said.
A concern with “how the media shapes
our view of the world” is reflected in his
display.
“I wanted to work with images that
weren’t that pretty, and then combine
these images with some important figures
in the fight for world awareness,” he
added.
The display consists of a painted television on a plate-glass window, and an
actual television suspended by wire be-

Courtesy of Rob Rhodes

hind the window. The television depicts a
perpetual series of images—cutting from
violent street fights, to “sappydumbTV.”
to Malcom X. Other famous individuals
included on the endless loop of video tape
include: H. Rap Brown, Fred Hampton,
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Mahatma
Ghandi.
After about five minutes, the tape ends
with, as Rhodes described it, a call for
action.
“People should start thinking for them
selves instead of listening to what the
media tells them to think,” Rhodes ex
plained. “They should stop being lazy,”
Asked what he plans to do with his
award, Rhodes replied, “I’m going to
graduate. Then I’m going to take all the
money that I was saving to pay off my
tuition, and I’m going to Disney World.
So there.”
Rhodes’ display will be on view until
July 8.

Spending $100 of her own money,
Anne Sheahan, a junior majoring in
Sheahan bought clothes, toys and necessi
Theatre Performance and Public Relations,
ties for the baby. When she arrived with the
spent last summer doing vol unteer work for
items at the Salvation Army, she learned of
the Salvation Army. As a result of her
a program designed for volunteers to help
efforts, she has been nominated for the
out mothers at Family Haven. The SalvaUnited Way’s Youth
tion Army’s work so
Volunteer of the Year.
impressed her that she
Sheahan firstcame
elected to spend her
across the opportunity
summer assisting the
to help the needy in
underprivileged.
an article the St. Louis
Sheahan described
Post Dispatch ran last
the atmosphere at
June. It described a
Family Haven, a half
19 year-old girl
way shelter for home
named Sandy, whose
less women with chil
husband had been
dren, residing within
killed, leaving Sandy
the City of St Louis.
and their baby desti
“The children who
tute. The Salvation
live with their moth
Army had taken in the
ers at the Haven, also
Courtesy of Anne Sheahan
young mother and
attend classes at city
child at Family Haven. The article stated
schools. It’s hard for the families because
that any donations for Sandy and the baby
these kids need school supplies. They
would be greatly appreciated. Sheahan was
couldn ’ t e ven afford one box of crayons for
inspired by the story and decided to do all
each child,” she said.
she could to help them.
The need for school supplies gave
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Sheahan the idea to have a
back-to-school shower for
the children. A network
began as she contacted all
the people she knew to help
donate. She found that pub
licity was the key. She hung
posters around the area and
passed out flyers, receiving
a great deal of help from
local newspaper reporters,
panic ularly those at the Post
Dispatch. The shower gen
erated enough crayons,
notebooks and backpacks
for every child at Family
Haven.
“It boosts their self es
teem, so they can main
stream into a normal school
environment,” Sheahan
said.
When school resumed in
the fall, Sheahan heardabout
Schnucks’ “Apples for Stu
dents” program and knew
that computers would be a
tremendous help to the chil
dren. Unfortunately, Fam
ily Haven has no accredita
tion as an educational envi
ronment and cannot be con
sidered eligible for the
Schnucks program.
Sheahan was adamant
that the children should have
computers, and after much
public
relations
on
Sheahan’s part, the Salva
tion Army received two
computers and printers,
donated by Mary, Queen of
Peace Grade School.
The United Way found
out about Sheahan’s work
for the Salvation Army, and
she recently received a let
ter informing her of her
nomination as Youth Vol
unteer of the Y ear. S heahan
hopes to offer her services
to the Salvation Army again
this summer, and plans to
work on another back-toschool shower in August.
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Godspell's Children Sing Message of Love

By Lesley Renz

Crain, a grad-uate of Central Missouri
wonderful, and would win the heart of any
dren forming a hill beneath him.
State University, carries himself with in
listener.
A series of slides and other information
Fontbonne Theatre has resurrected its
credible poise as he represents both a force
The message of love this musical con
drawing
attention to the homeless, drug
musical talent for the first time since 1985,
of good, and the force of evil. He begins the
tains is not lost on the audience. Touching
abuse
victims,
and other problems of today
with John-Michael Tebelak’s adaptation of
show with a tremendous entrance, walking
moments of realization, as each parable is
seemed
to
emphasize
the importance of self
Godspell.
slowly in a black leather jacket and tom
told, lead to the most touching scene of all
sacrifice.
This
is
the
essence
of Godspell—
Director Jane Brouk Sullivan has created
jeans, shouting the message of John the
— saying goodbye to Christ. Each charac
it
urges
its
audience
to
reflect.
Through the
an amazing ensemble—dynamic perform
baptist, “Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord! ”
ter, even Crain, is heartbroken at having to
use
of
role-playing
in
a
neighborhood
attic,
ances, inspired scene design and costumes,
and ends it with betrayal as Judas Iscariot.
say farewell. The power of this scene is
viewers
can
analyze
how
they
too
can
make
remarkably eclectic musicand lyrics—and
In both roles, he is a powerful, charismatic
beyond words.
their world better with love. This presenta
weaved
these
personality.
This rock musical permeated the theatre,
tion
of the modernized musical maintains
qualities into a
Anne Shea-han, a
as it was accompanied by the invigorating
the
structure
of the gospel, while it delivers
message relevant
junior of the college
instrumentals of
to the problems of
and a veteran of the
Todd
Mosby-----today’s society.
stage, portrays both a
(guitar), Dennis
Based upon the
seductress and the
Chard (synthe
gospel according
devil who tempts
sizer), Rick Cra
to Matthew, the
Christ. In the second
mer (drums), and
musical is vibrant
act, she waltzes down
Ben Stewart (pi
and exhilarating
the isle in true floor
ano). The music
entertainment Ten
show fashion, sing
emphasized the
young performers,
ing in a deep, torchpower of the par
representing a few
song voice, “Turn
ables and the
kids getting together in a neighborhood
Back O Man.” Sheahan definitely brings a
emotions they
attic, re-enact parables and other scenes
sultry style all her own to the character.
wrought on the
from the gospel through song, music and
The play’s strength lies in the portrayal
disciples. Their
dance. Each character narrates a parable or
of these and other disciples. Mary Ellen
passion could
story that sheds some light on his or her
Owens, a junior of the college, enlightens
actually be felt
inner nature — and the natures of the chil
the audience with humorous anecdotes and
through
the
dren playing along. The other children react
effervescent personality. Meredith Hanley,
power of the
mostly to whomever has taken the spotlight
a sophomore, dances everywhere, all smiles
music.
as a single entity, although below the sur
and exuberance. Jerry Ahillen, Larry Love
Kim Doyle, set
face one can still see their individual char
and Terry Love, all Fontbonne alumni, turn
and costume de
acters.
in wonderful performances as well. Jerry is
signer, creates a
Tim Schesinger, in his Fontbonne The
the youngestand most gullible of the group,
wonderful array
atre debut, dominates this center of atten
and is easily the most lovable. Terry and
of free spirit
tion as the group’s leader, the Jesus figure of Larry, twins, are both remarkably talented
through the use of
the play. He plays the part as if it were made
dancers — in the beginning of the second
open
spaces and
for him. As the mentor, he shows his dis
act, Larry even roller skates and sings across
bright clothing.
ciples that the most important ingredient in
the multi-level stage. Pam Wiesner, a stuThe set, elabo
Tim Schesinger explains the meaniga ofjgorwWeJSaqtsoff' »
. Jifc,'RJre.i dl:vaKxnsesaJpowenifi riigns
uent of Southern Illinois University at Ed
rately decorated
cast
is (clockwise from right) Anne Sheahan, Amy
and cracks tenderly in fear as he hangs upon
wardsville, and Amy Greenwell, a senior
by property mas
Greenwell,
Thom Crain, Mary Ellen Owens, Jerry Ahillen,
a makeshift cross held by Thom Crain, the
atFon tbonne, are both extremely gifted sing
ter Dennis Moore
Larry
Love,
Terry Love, Pamela Wiesner, and Meredith
Judas figure.
ers. Their harmonies in “By My Side” are
Hanley.
with childhood

Through the use of role
playing in a neighbor
hood attic, viewers can
analyze how they too
can make their world
better with love.

Courtesy of Communication Arts

Lobby Display Encourages
Examination of Values
By Mary Barket
Homelessness, drug abuse and teen preg
nancy are among the topics addressed in the
lobby display for Godspell during its two
week run in the college Theatre.
Cheryl Baugh, publicity director of the
show, explained the connection of these
topics with the production.
The message of Godspell, Baugh said, is
that “God is the answer. If there’s an un
sol vable problem—like getting along with
other people — follow God’s example.”
The display reflects this message and ap
plies it to the problems of today.
A continuous presentation of slides fea
turing current social issues, accompanied
by socially topical music, is the highlight of
the lobby display.
Display designers Anne Sheahan,
Meredith Hanley, Joyce Nowack, Gleisha
Winfield and Baugh want the audience to
be aware of the problems of the 1990s and
connect this awareness to the message of
the show.
The lobby display encourages audience
members to “reevaluate where they stand
with their faith and use it to address social
issues,” Baugh said.
Also included in the display are pam
phlets, cast photograhs, biographies, tech
nical displays and banners designed by the
publicity crew.
Hanley, a member of the cast, quoted
several lines from the show to express her
feelings about the display and its message:

“Love your enemies and pray for your
persecutors. Give to anyone that asks and
never turn your back on one who wants to
borrow.”

relics, depicts the
children’s return to the security of their
“playpen,” in search of an answer to the
problems of today.
The lights, designed by Michael Sulli
van, create a whole series of dramatic ef
fects, at one point pitting the entire cast in
darkness as they dance with flashlights. An
other nice touch is the smoke in the final
scene, which adds an eerie glow about the
figure of Tim, crucified, and the other chil-

its message of love in an entirely under
standable and believable context.
As noted by Jane Brouk Sullivan in the
program to Godspell, from the gospel of
Matthew, “Unless you turn to God from
your sins and become as little children, you
will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven.
And any of you who welcomes a little child
like this because you are Mine, is welcom
ing Me and caring for Me.”
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Graduate Thesis Art Show Exhibits Talent
Recital
By Theresa Mozelewskl

Returning Student
Prefers Romantic
Compositions
By Pam Jansen
Carol Fagan, a 1987 graduate of the
College, performed a piano recital on
the afternoon of April 9.
The recital room in the Fine Arts
buildingwas packed full with a mixed
audience of faculty and students.
Fagan began with an Entr’Acte by
Rachmaninoff as the lunchtime chatter
melted into silence. Her hands seemed
to drift and float above the piano keys,
barely touching them, and the piano re
sponded with rippling melodies which
filled the room.
Second on the program was a mel
ancholy piece by Liszt followed by a
popular Chopin work which Fagan
seemed to perform effortlessly.
A less known but lyrical Faure noc
turne rounded out the Romantics, and
the final piece was an energetic compo
sition by Ginestera.
At an earlier interview, Fagan dis
cussed the five composers and their
pieces represented in the afternoon con
cert.
“In choosing thisprogram,” she said.

From March 18 through April 11 the
College Art Department proudly displayed
the sculpture, paintings and photography of
its 13 graduate students in the library gal
lery.
A reception on March 18 was well at
tended and gained an overwhelmingly posi
tive response.
One student who attended the showing
remarked, “The works are wonderful. These
graduate students show a lot of talent.”
One of the artists who stood out is Kris
ten Lassen Hunt, originator of the new copy
program at the St. Louis Art Museum.
Hunt said that she wasn’t satisfied with
copying from photographs and posters,

“I selected things I particularly like, es
pecially the Romantics like Liszt and
Chopin.”
Since her Fontbonne days, Fagan has
earned a Master of Music degree in pi
ano performance and presently holds a
position as music director at a local
church. She teaches lessons privately
and in addition does some wiork in
musical accompaniment.
Even with these activities, Fagan still
takes lessons herself as a returning stu
dent at the College.
“Coming back to Fontbonne is like
coming home. I’m happy to be studying
under Dr. Philips again,” she said.

because colors are less easily detected and
Sheng Wang is a third student worthy of
it is more difficult to get the true feel of the
mention. His painting in oil entitled Jen
original.
nifer is so lifelike one can imagine her
She contacted the Metropolitan Museum
lifting an arm to twist the earring dangling
in New York City, which has an active copy
from her lobe. Wang skillfully captures her
program, and in November, 1989 the St.
soulful expression and posture.
Louis Art Museum started a trial
program based on guidelines set by
the Met. The result is Hunt’s painting
of Judith and Holofernes, which was
displayed in the exhibit, copied from
the original by Giorgio Vasari.
After seeing the original and
comparing it to Hunt’s copy, it is
difficult for an untrained eye to dis
tinguish between them. Hunt’s accu
racy is incredible.
Another student who deserves
Detail of Jennifer by Sheng Wang.
singling out is Hong-Hstung Ho, a
professor from the National Taiwan Acad
A visitorcommented,“Ofall theexhibits,
Jennifer was my favorite.”
emy of Arts. Through an exchange program
In addition to Hunt, Ho and Wang, the
set up by College President Dr. Meneve
students exhibited are Christine B. Angeli,
Dunham in March, 1989, Ho returned to the
Rhonda Barbour, Sharon Kay Hansen,
student’s side of the classroom to complete
Bonita Thien Knickmeyer, Mary G. Kofron,
his master’s degree.
Karen Kozlen, Ran-Fa Lai, Joe Owens, J.P.
Some of his sculptures include Hope and
Rashkis and Annette M. Zobel.
Bathing.

Quoteline
How do you feel about the rise in campus
crime?
Photos and interviews by Mary Barket

SPECIAL

Pete Wiss
junior
"It should be stopped. We should get
an organization to watch out like in a
group or unit for these people, catch
and prosecute them.'
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Paul Fresta
freshman
"I saw the sign posted on the third floor
of Medaille, warning people to lock
their doors. It's a shame that somebody
should feel compelled to steal from
fellow students.'

I

Joy Steele
sophomore
’It came as a surprise to me because
we've never had a crime problem
before. I think the R.A.s did a good job
of warning us, though.'
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Brad Smith
freshman
’I didn't know the full extent of the
crimes being committed, but I feel
that people should be aware of
suspicious persons.'

Deena Basler
sophomore
’It's ridiculous because I live here and I
can't even trust the people who live in
my dorm. I can't believe that such a
thing could happen in such a small,
close school.’
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First Olympiad Attracts All Types

Griffin Sports

By Darrell Haynes
The race is not won by the fastest, but by
those who sign up. And students did that in
Student Services for the First Annual Intra
mural Olympiad at the College.
The event, brain
storm of Scott
Westbrook of Admis
sions and Carla Ti
noco, Director of
Residential Life, was
designed to crown the
best male and female
athlete on campus.
The Olympiad, de
signed for both ath
letes and non-athletes,
attracted just that.
According to Westbrook, “The turnout
wasn’t as large as it could have been, but it
has hopefully set the stage for future events.”
Kicking off the first leg of events was the
swimming challenge. The women’s divi
sion showcased the overall leader after the
first round of events. Donalyn Pieschel

stroked her way to a time of 1:30 in the 10
lap raceatFontbonne’spool. Katie Powers,
the next woman to finish, crossed the finish
line a full minute behind Pieschel. The
men’s division
saw
Mike
Chilpala break
the two minute
barrier, fol
lowed by fresh
man runner-up
Mike Schulte.
The second
of 6 events was
the basketball
challenge. Par
ticipants shot 100 free throws and 25 3pointers for the best overall percentage. Chlipala led shooters with an 85 percent clip
from the charity stripe and 60 percent from
3-point range. Other noteworthy perform
ers in this category were Frank Licavoli
hitting 80 percent from 3-point territory,
and Olympiad architect Westbrook sinking

The turnout wasn't as
large as it could have
been, but it has hope
fully set the stage for
future events.

80 out of 100 free throws.
Entrants chose to compete in any or all of
the scheduled events.
Bowling took place at Tropicana lanes
on April 19. Tinoco and Student Services
pledged half of a $3 charge for interested
participants. Of the 12 bowlers, Mike Brockland, Chris Westcott, Scott Westcott and
Chilpala scored a series total of over 400
points.
All events will culminate with
Fontbonne’s annual Mother’s Day Run.
Westbrook summarized, “The enthusi
asm was there; however, not everyone who
signed up for events showed up.” Make-ups
can be scheduled by contacting Westbrook
in the Admissions office.
Westbrook added, “Most people will par
ticipate in events such as the football toss
and golf chip at Fontbonne’s upcoming
Springfest because they will be persuaded
or challenged by friends to compete. Since
they will already be there, all they need to
do is sign up.”

Golf Griffins Favored to Win
By Darrell Haynes
The Griffins have finally stomped the
Trojans, bludgeoning them with 9-irons.
In the puttsters’ second dual match of the
year, they managed to outshoot Missouri
Baptist en route to their second consecutive
victory in head-to-head competition. The
Griffins also attained respectable individ
ual showings in recent matchups.
Pete Wiss, Jason Shicker, Jerry West,
Mike Chlipala, Dino McKinney and alter
nate Andy Garamella qualified to compete
in a match at Lake of the Ozarks. Though
Garamella admitted that “qualifying for the
tournament was quite important,” Coach
Lee McKinney stressed the importance of
faring well as a team.
Fontbonne was the meat sandwiched
between Division I powers Wichita State,
Kansas and Missouri, to name a few. The
College finished seventh in a field of 14.
Beating Missouri Baptist was nothing
new to Theresa Chlipala and Katie Powers,
who were victorious not only on the basket
ball court, but on the greens as well.
McKinney cited both Powers and Chli-

Golf Griffins (left to right) Jason Schicker, Katie Powers, Mike Chlipala,
Theresa Chlipala, Jerry West and Dino McKinney. Photo by Colleen Connelly
pala as “Greatly improving their game. In
their first year of collegiate competition the
two have solidified a team score by shoot
ing 91 and 101 respectively.”

The Athletic Department is privileged to an
nounce the following athletes who have dis
played excellence in both academic perform
ance and scholarship for the 1989-90 year.

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR'S HONORS

Deena Basler
Laura Beekman
Lisa Bossi
Tony Caleca
Keith Campell
Tim Grimes
Jennifer Jones
Kathleen Kennedy
Frank Licavoli
Shelby Liggett

Dino McKinney
Greg Robeson
Mike Roberts
Renee Sargent
Brad Smith
Jerry West
Jennifer Weber
Pete Wiss
Kristin Wuenscher

Congratulations to allgraduating
seniors from the Jontbanner.

Upcoming matches include a Division
III meeting with Principia, Blackbum and
Maryville Colleges—a tournament which
Fontbonne is favored to win.

Fontbonne is priveleged to announce the following
Honors Graduates for the 1990 commencement ex
ercises.
CUM LAUDE

Jody Carney
Sherry Gloriod
Christine Kieffer
Karen Kroll
Joyce Nowak
Kathy Reitz
MAGNA CUM LAUDE

Lori Bibby
Heanne Friedman
David Hoffman
Melissa Hudson
Renee Sargent
Carol Wheeler
Janet Wilier

Robert Rhodes
Loma Schlueter
Clare Thomas
Marilyn Westenberger
Michele Wyatt
Laura Beekman
SUMMA CUM LAUDE

Maura Bemdsen
Susan Blevins
Debra Deters
Theresa Hutti
Susan Rubino
Karen Wentzel

Blowing
the
Whistle
By Darrell Haynes
The NCAA, or National Con Artist
Association, recently sponsored a 64-team
basketball tournament which featured hun
dreds of the most versatile athletes of our
time—and it exploited every one of them.
Once again, there are allegations of
money slipping into the players’ possession
in the comers of deserted locker rooms.
However, these accusations hinder the
National Champions from the University of
Nevada - Las Vegas. If players from UNL V
(or even players that participated in post
season play) are not paid for their perform
ance, the NCAA should be investigated—
for stealing.
It is absurd not to pay student athletes
from major college institutions — excuse
me, I mean athletic students who happen to
attend the college.
Okay. Athletes shouldn’t be paid simply
because they spend more time performing
on the court than studying for classes. Never
mind that their scholarships can be revoked
if they don’t meet expectations. And the
fact that major college coaches can receive
a quarter of a million dollars over a fiveyear period for convincing players to wear
a particular brand of shoe should not con
cern us either.
The fact of the matter is, everyone in the
college environment reaps the rewards of
the athlete’s sacrifice.
A major college player should be paid,
because athletes represent up to 12 percent
of most student bodies and gross as much as
$20 million a year for the school — of
which the athlete sees nothing.
Maybe if the NCAA would dedicate its
energy to finding a way to compensate for
an athlete’s time, energy and dedication,
this column could be dedicated to a spicier
topic like WA_y do vendors put so much salt
in our popcorn?
What if sports announcers, who know
little more than religious fans, took salary
cuts?
What if business dynasties made checks
payable to the MVP of the game, rather than
to the school he or she represents?
What will happen if athletes continue to
be manipulated by the media and the uni
versities that recruit them as early as in
junior high?
The NBA draft this year will take in more
undergraduates than ever before. When we
hear of athletes prostituting themselves to
professional coaches in June, we shouldn’t
mumble at the price they will pay for selling
their education short Athletes that play a
few years in college are the best math stu
dents around: 3 years at $1.5 million per
year equals, “I’ll go back to school later
on.”
Best of luck, college dropout. If the
UNLV National Champions had wanted to
play basketball without the pressure or stress
of academics, they probably would’ve
picked a nice NAIA/Division III school in
the Midwest — preferably in St. Louis.

